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paper before them, and with the same result. It was found to be a safe, powerful, 
and energetic remedy. In the experiments of M. Gendrin, no other medicine 
was given, not even aperients. The result of the treatment was generally suc¬ 
cessful, but in every tenth or twelfth case it was found necessary to resort to the 
old remedies, bleeding, calomel, and opium, &c. It was noticed, also, that patients 
treated with the nitrate of potash were unusually free from cardiac disease, more 
so, indeed, than when any other kind of treatment was adopted. Another notice¬ 
able circumstance connected with this mode of treatment was, that patients reco¬ 
vered more rapidly from the disease than when any other plan was pursued. 
This was most important, particularly in Paris, where bleeding was often resorted 
to, to a considerable extent, and patients were consequently kept months, and 
even years, in a weakly condition. He had never seen any injurious effects from 
the large doses given. This, no doubt, was owing 1o the large quantity of fluid 
in which the medicine was dissolved. In all eases of poisoning by this agent, re¬ 
corded in works on medical jurisprudence, the quantity of fluid used was small. 
He (Dr. Bennet) had recorded some cases treated by this medicine, in the Lancet 
of 1845. The plan pursued was perfectly original, and the originality was due to 
Hr. Basham. In slight rheumatic cases, in which there was little febrile action, 
this treatment was most beneficial, the patients recovering in four or five days. 

Dr. Basham said, that in only two cases had he treated the disease by nitrate of 
potash alone. The acute, inflammatory symptoms usually gave way on the third 
or fourth day; and it was important to state, that in no one case treated by the 
nitrate of potash had there been any relapse. This was a strong recommendation 
of the value of the treatment, when we recollected how common relapses were, 
when the other modes of treatment were employed. In the first instance, he had 
given as much as four ounces of the salt in the twenty-four hours, but he had now 
reduced the quantity to one or two ounces in that period. A great quantity of the 
salt escaped by the urine, the quantity of which was not much increased, but its 
specific gravity was a great deal higher, averaging between 1030 and 1040. This 
increase in the specific gravity he considered was due to the potash.— Lancet, Nov. 
25, 1848. 

32. Collodion in the Treatment of Diseases of the Skin. — By Erasmus Wilson, Esq. 
(Lancet , Nov. 18, 1848.)—The author first employed this article in a case of scrofu¬ 
lous ulceration of the skin, and from careful observation of its effects in that case 
found it to possess four important properties, viz. 

First. That of a mild stimulant. 

Second. That of an efficient substitute for the natural scarf-skin. 

Third. That of a mechanical compress. 

Fourth. That of an adhesive glue, from which quality it derives its name. 

First. As a mild stimulant, it is fitted to exert a local alterative action on the 
congested capillaries of a chronic ulceration, and give activity to the healing 
process. 

Second. In its character of a substitute for the absent scarf-skin, it is transparent, 
pliant, and more or less impermeable, according to the thickness of the layer that 
may seem to be required. 

Third. Its most remarkable property, as it seems to me, is the contraction which 
occurs during the dessication of the collodion, and which produces a local pressure 
of considerable power on the surface to which it is applied. Thus, in the ease 
above related, the congestion of the thickened skin was relieved by the varnish¬ 
like film of collodion spread upon its surface, by means of a camel-hair brush, as 
completely as if a nicely-adjusted bandage had been placed over it. In another 
instance, I found a film of collodion entirely remove a purple congestion (result¬ 
ing from imperfect circulation) from the tip of the nose, in a lady who had long 
suffered from the annoyance. In a third case, in which the fingers of an elderly 
lady were congested and blue, and the congestion was attended by pain and 
throbbing, like that which accompanies chilblains, the collodion produced so 
much contraction as to render their tips white and bloodless, and I was obliged to 
discontinue the application in consequence. 

Fourthly. The. glue-like property of the collodion is evinced in its adhesion of 
cut surfaces, a property which is much increased by the contraction above men- 
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tioned. When employed with the purpose of keeping together the edges of an 
incision, a piece of cambric or thin linen rag should be dipped in the solution, 
and placed along the line of incision, after the cut edges have been adjusted and 
carefully dried, perfect dryness of the skin being a necessary condition to the ad¬ 
hesion of the solution. From the rapidity with which the solution dries, and its 
perfect adhesive powers, collodion is likely to occupy an important place among 
the “adiuvantia” of surgical practice. 

The diseases of the skin in which Mr. Wilson has hitherto used the collodion 
with advantage are, chronic erythema of the face; intertrigo; chapped nipples 
and chapped hands; herpes labialis, prepulialis, and herpes zoster; lichen agrius; 
lupus non exedens and exedens; acne vulgaris; and several affections of the sebi- 
parous organs. In chronic erythema of the face, its contracting power was most 
usefully evinced, as it was also in lupus non exedens, and acne. 

In a troublesome case of chapped hands and fingers, resulting from chronic 
lichen agrius, the collodion acted not merely as a protective covering, but also 
promoted the healing of the cracks more quickly than the remedies Mr. W.has been 
in the habit of employing. In chapped nipples, it was even more efficient in its 
protective and curative action, and seemed, in the two instances in which he used 
it, to work a charm upon the painful skin. The gaping cracks were instantly 
drawn together and almost obliterated by the contracting power of the remedy, 
and were effectually shielded from the influence of moisture and the pressure of 
the gums of the infant, and all this, in consequence of the rapid evaporation of 
the ether, in an instant of time. In another point of view Mr. W. considers the 
remedy invaluable as an application to chapped nipples—namely, as being in 
nowise injurious to the infant, from offering nothing which can be removed by the 
lips during the act of sucking, and in this particular, therefore, possessing a vast 
superiority over the various forms of ointments, astringent lotions, &c. 

In four instances, it immediately put a slop to herpes labialis, and in a very 
severe attack, it showed itself to be a powerful and useful remedy. Small super¬ 
ficial ulcerations of the corona glandis and prepuce, caused by excoriation, were 
cured by a single application, and in a gentleman very susceptible of excoriation, 
it acted admirably as a prophylactic. From the success of the latter trial, Mr. W. is 
inclined to think that it might be usefully employed as a prophylactic, in cases of 
exposure to syphilitic contagion. 

When properly applied, the collodion enters all the crevices of the lines of mo¬ 
tion of the skin, and adheres so firmly as to require several washings for its re¬ 
moval. As it is usually prepared, it has the consistence of syrup, and in this state 
is best suited for those cases in which its adhesive properties are principally 
needed. Where, however, it is intended to be applied to the surface of an ulcer 
or abrasion, or to chaps of the skin, Mr. W. finds it convenient to dilute it with ether, 
and render it almost as limpid as water. 

In pursuing this subject, Mr. W. has made trial of a solution of gutta pereha in 
chloroform, and also in benzole, but these solutions he has found very inferior to 
the collodion, for the purposes above named. 

33. Epilepsy cured by cauterization of the Sinciput. —Doctor Lebreton relates in 
the Gazette Medicate de Paris (30th Sept. 1848), a case of epilepsy of eight years’ 
duration in a person 21 years of age, cured by five or six applications at intervals, 
of the actual cautery to top of the head, along the sagittal suture. The cauterizing 
iron was two lines in diameter, and the whole thickness of the skin was im¬ 
plicated. 

34. Arsenic in Furunculus and Acne. —Dr. Schweich has prescribed arsenic 
with great success, in various cases of furunculus that have come under his care 
for some time past, and has found the cure very durable, and the use of the me¬ 
dicine, during which the ordinary diet may be continued, attended with no in¬ 
convenience. He begins with four drops of Fowler’s solution forenoon and after¬ 
noon, until a drachm has been taken, and then gives five drops until the second, and 
six drops until the third is attained, and so on. Acne simplex , in which the knotty 
pustular appearance of the eruption gives it the character of a miniature furuncle, 
and which is often so obstinate, and, when attacking the face of young people, 



